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establishing a National Children and 
Families Day. 

President Bush has stated that, 
‘‘Families instill in our children val-
ues; they shape character and are the 
foundation of a hopeful society.’’ These 
are the goals for which we strive on 
National Children and Families Day. It 
is the intent of the National Children 
and Families Day to emphasize the im-
portance of loving and stable relation-
ships between parents, communities 
and children. 

I once heard a teacher ask her class, 
What is the greatest Nation in the 
world? As the students muttered the 
names of countries worldwide, she 
pointed to her head and said, Imagina-
tion. 

Through National Children and Fam-
ilies Day, I wish to cultivate and en-
courage the active imaginations of 
children, for we know that from cre-
ative and innovative thinking comes 
the ability to hope and dream for a 
brighter future. 

Creating an environment that instills 
important values and builds strong 
character and provides sound education 
for our children is a vital national pri-
ority. With a firm foundation, children 
will be better able to face the chal-
lenges of the future. 

As a legislator, I often find myself 
thinking of the countless children I 
represent whom I view as future voting 
constituents. And I think of how the 
policies we enact today could hinder or 
empower them 10, 15 or 20 years from 
now. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is why I urge my 
colleagues to support National Chil-
dren and Families Day. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, with so many distrac-
tions in our lives today, it is important 
to take a step back to acknowledge the 
central role that families play in the 
development of our Nation’s youth. 
This resolution celebrates those as-
pects found in a positive family atmos-
phere which promotes healthy and 
well-adjusted young men and women. 

It is true that the children are our 
future, and the strength of our country 
has been and will continue to be built 
on families providing educational, so-
cial, ethical and moral guidance to our 
children. 

The devotion of time is one of the 
most important things we can do to 
help maintain a positive family envi-
ronment. And while it may be difficult 
to find time in our hectic schedules, 
things as simple as playing with edu-
cational toys, reading together or vis-
iting an age-appropriate museum will 
stimulate a child’s curiosity that will 
be beneficial throughout their lives. 

Also, something as easy as slowing 
down enough to take the time to listen 
to one another, maybe by having din-
ner as a family whenever possible is a 
time tested way to nurture a child 

through family participation during 
their formative years. 

Young people are increasingly ex-
posed to the stress and pressures of our 
modern society. In order to combat 
these negative influences, we must 
take it upon ourselves, as a society, to 
expose young people to loving and sup-
porting families whenever possible. As 
an example, doing a community service 
project as a family is one of the many 
ways to teach children that to build a 
community and to thrive as a society, 
we should all share in assisting one an-
other. 

National Children and Families Day 
provides us an opportunity to recognize 
our responsibility to create family en-
vironments that nurture the next gen-
eration and to promote a positive envi-
ronment for families across America. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H. Con. Res. 62. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of H. Con. Res. 62, 
which supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Children and Families Day. The purpose 
of H. Con. Res. 62 is to encourage adults to 
listen to children and to help children through-
out the Nation achieve their hopes and 
dreams, and for other purposes. 

As Chair of the Children’s Caucus, I strongly 
believe that we must continue creating positive 
and effective support systems for our children 
so that they will become healthy, productive 
citizens. To do this, we must ensure that all of 
our children have access to quality education 
and healthcare. We must also give quality 
time to our children. 

Mr. Speaker, National Children and Families 
Day encourages parents to spend time with 
their children and to spend time together 
around the dinner table. 

Our young children are increasingly facing 
monumental challenges such as drug and al-
cohol addiction, pregnancy, depression, and 
obesity. We must invest the time and money 
in the necessary resources needed to help our 
children combat these challenges. I recently 
hosted a briefing, ‘‘Childhood Obesity: Factors 
that are Impacting the Disproportionate Preva-
lence in Low-Income and Minority Commu-
nities,’’ to discuss the causes of, and search 
for solutions to the childhood obesity epi-
demic. Eating dinner at the dinner table with 
parents is one of the suggested ways children 
may develop healthier eating habits. 

According to research by The National Cen-
ter on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) 
at Columbia University, the more often chil-
dren eat dinner with their families, the less 
likely they are to smoke, drink or use drugs. 
The research suggested that the conversa-
tions that go hand-in-hand with dinner will help 
parents learn more about their children’s lives 
and better understand the challenges they 
face. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my colleagues 
to support H. Con. Res. 62 to support the 
goals and ideals of a National Children and 
Families Day. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 62. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF LEO T. 
MCCARTHY AND EXPRESSING 
PROFOUND SORROW ON HIS 
DEATH 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 180) honoring the life 
and achievements of Leo T. McCarthy 
and expressing profound sorrow on his 
death. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 180 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was born in Auck-
land, New Zealand, on August 15, 1930; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy immigrated to the 
United States with his parents at the age of 
three and settled in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy earned his under-
graduate degree from the University of San 
Francisco and his law degree from San Fran-
cisco Law School; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy served the United 
States in an intelligence unit of the Stra-
tegic Air Command of the United States Air 
Force from 1951 to 1952 during the Korean 
War; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected to the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors in 1963 
and again in 1967; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected to the 
California Assembly in 1968 and served until 
1982; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy led the California 
Assembly with honor and distinction as its 
Speaker from 1974 until 1980; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy instituted reforms 
in the California Assembly to provide more 
accountability and greater public access; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was a champion of 
coastal protection and secured passage of the 
California Coastal Act; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy worked to secure 
permanent financing for the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) system; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected Lieu-
tenant Governor of the State of California 
three times, serving from 1982 through 1994; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the 
Feminization of Poverty Task Force, com-
prised of women leaders from business execu-
tives to former welfare recipients to develop 
ways to overcome economic barriers that 
confront women; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy helped implement 
the Greater Avenues for Independence 
(GAIN) program to help welfare recipients 
move into the workforce; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy collaborated with 
business leaders and advocates to publish 
‘‘Child Care: The Bottom Line’’ to educate 
businesses about the economic and produc-
tivity benefits of employer-provided child 
care; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the 
Nursing Home Patients’ Protection Act, 
which made landmark improvements in the 
treatment of patients in nursing homes; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy drafted and spon-
sored a resolution declaring breast cancer an 
epidemic in California and called for Federal 
action; 
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Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the 

Mammography Quality Assurance Act to 
create new standards governing mammog-
raphy facilities and technology; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy worked to promote 
minority and women-owned businesses, pub-
lishing and distributing 100,000 copies of the 
award-winning guide, ‘‘Starting and Suc-
ceeding in Business: A Special Publication 
for Small, Minority, and Women-Owned 
Businesses’’; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the 
Task Force on the Seriously Mentally Ill to 
develop an alternative service delivery sys-
tem to assist Californians suffering from se-
vere mental illnesses; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the 
Chemical Safety Act to facilitate toxic 
waste prevention and cleanup; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the 
Lieutenant Governor’s Commission on the 
Prevention of Hate Violence to investigate 
the causes of hate crimes and identify inno-
vative ways of promoting tolerance; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy, serving as acting 
Governor, led the State of California through 
the initial turmoil of the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy served on the Uni-
versity of California Board of Regents and 
the California State University Board of 
Trustees; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was twice a can-
didate for the United States Senate; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was appointed to 
the National Gambling Impact Study Com-
mission; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was a beloved men-
tor to generations of public servants; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy founded the Leo T. 
McCarthy Center for Public Service and the 
Common Good at the University of San 
Francisco; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was, for 51 years, 
the beloved husband of Jacqueline Burke 
McCarthy; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was the father of 
two daughters and two sons, and grandfather 
of 11; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy earned the highest 
respect of the people of California for his 
record of accomplishment on their behalf; 
and 

Whereas the House of Representatives has 
learned of the death of Leo McCarthy on 
February 5, 2007: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—— 

(1) expresses its profound sorrow and deep 
condolences to the McCarthy family on the 
occasion of the death of Leo McCarthy on 
February 5, 2007; and 

(2) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit a copy of this reso-
lution to the family of Leo McCarthy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, public 

service is the cornerstone of living de-
mocracy. That said, I do fervently be-
lieve it takes a special person to give 

their life to serve the public. I stand 
before you to honor an individual who, 
for over 30 years, dedicated his life to 
public servitude, former California 
Lieutenant Governor, Leo T. McCar-
thy. 

Lieutenant Governor McCarthy was 
one who valued what was best for all of 
Californians, not just those that were 
of means and access. Much of this can 
be attributed to McCarthy’s humane 
beginnings as the child of a poor immi-
grant family. It was during the time 
McCarthy’s father, Daniel, opened a 
pub which became the community 
haven for the local Irish Catholic popu-
lation, that young McCarthy became 
smitten with service. In his youth, 
McCarthy engaged in many service-ori-
ented activities, which included early 
studies for the priesthood and service 
within the United States Air Force. 

After earning his law degree, he 
began a career in politics that spanned 
over three decades. He served first as a 
member of the California Board of Su-
pervisors and, in 1968, won a State as-
sembly seat, where he eventually as-
sumed the role of Speaker. 

During his tenure in the California 
Assembly, McCarthy instituted a num-
ber of reforms. He reduced the number 
of oversight committees, provided 
members with bill analysis for floor 
sessions and provided more account-
ability and greater public access. 

Leo McCarthy was a man on a mis-
sion, and in 1982, he ascended to what 
would become the pinnacle of his polit-
ical career, the role of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of the State of California. As 
Lieutenant Governor, McCarthy want-
ed to unify the differing socioeconomic 
and cultural climates of the State. He 
established the Feminization of Pov-
erty Task Force, which was comprised 
of women from all walks of life to de-
velop ways to overcome economic bar-
riers common amongst women and 
girls. 

He also enacted legislation to better 
regulate nursing home patients and en-
sure that women had the best possible 
preventive care. He was an advocate for 
minority and female-owned businesses, 
and coerced business leaders into un-
derstanding the economic benefits of 
work site child care facilities. 

When asked to reflect about his years 
in the public sector, Leo McCarthy 
said, ‘‘I was lucky. I was in a position 
to make a contribution. I felt very for-
tunate to have played a role. Some 
days were miserable, and some un-
happy, but there were a lot of days that 
were great. There was a sense of satis-
faction and being helpful to people.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Leo McCarthy was a 
dedicated public servant and long time 
political force in the San Francisco 
area for decades. It is with sad news 
that we speak about him on the floor 

today after learning about his recent 
death. 

Throughout his political career, he 
worked tirelessly on issues such as 
coastal protection, nursing home re-
form, breast cancer awareness, female- 
owned small businesses, financing for 
the Bay Area Rapid Transit System, 
employer provided child care and the 
prevention of hate crimes, just to name 
a few. 

He was born in Auckland, New Zea-
land and emigrated with his family to 
California at the age of 4. The son of an 
Irish bar owner, he was raised in San 
Francisco’s Mission district and at-
tended St. Ignatius College Pre-
paratory. 

Before his political life began, he 
served his country proudly in the Ko-
rean war in the U.S. Air Force. He 
earned his undergraduate degree from 
the University of San Francisco and 
his law degree from San Francisco law 
school. 

He began his political career as the 
youngest member of the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors in 1963 before 
serving on the California Assembly 
from 1969 to 1982. He honorably led the 
California Assembly as its Speaker 
from 1974 to 1980. He was elected to a 
record three terms as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor before retiring from politics in 
1994. While serving as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, he instituted reforms to provide 
more accountability and greater public 
access. Among his work, he established 
the Feminization of Poverty Task 
Force comprised of women leaders 
from business executives to former 
welfare recipients to develop ways to 
overcome economic barriers con-
fronting women. He also supported the 
Greater Avenues for Independence Pro-
gram to help welfare recipients enter 
the work force. 

After retiring from politics in 1994, 
his passion and dedication to public 
service continued with the creation of 
the Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public 
Service and the Common Good at the 
University of San Francisco. The goal 
of the center is to inspire and equip 
students for lives and careers of ethical 
public service and serving others. Since 
its inception in the fall of 2001, the 
McCarthy Center has initiated several 
programs including academic courses, 
public panels, internship programs and 
faculty-led projects that engage stu-
dents in the analysis of social and po-
litical issues. Leo McCarthy’s leader-
ship in the center spread inspiration 
throughout all the students and staff 
involved. It exemplified his dedication 
to his community and to the greater 
good. He will be greatly missed by all 
those who knew him and worked with 
him. 

I ask all Members to join me in sup-
port of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that the author of the bill, Representa-
tive ANNA ESHOO from California, be 
given 51⁄2 minutes to speak. 
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 

distinguished colleague and my col-
leagues on the Republican side of the 
aisle for being here today to pay trib-
ute to really a great and very good 
man, Leo McCarthy. 

I had the pleasure of knowing Leo for 
many, many, many years. He was not 
only my mentor; he was my friend. He 
was dear to my family. But he inspired 
me in public service. I had the privilege 
of serving as his chief of staff of his dis-
trict office, which was in San Fran-
cisco, at the time, and I learned so 
much from him. 

There are so many times, my col-
leagues, that the closer we get in terms 
of view of someone, the less we may 
like what we see. With Leo McCarthy, 
the closer I got, the more I saw, the 
more my respect for him was deepened. 

b 1545 

He was a man of the fullest integrity. 
He was an honest man. An honest man. 
And he made everyone proud of his 
service to people not only in his be-
loved city of San Francisco but in the 
entire State of California. I think he 
helped to make California more golden 
of a State. 

He was a policy wonk. He knew ex-
actly why he had gone into government 
service. In all of his years serving on 
the board of supervisors in the city and 
county of San Francisco to his election 
to the assembly, the California Assem-
bly, to his elevation as Speaker of the 
California Assembly, and then the time 
that he served as Lieutenant Governor, 
political writers, the people that he 
served, the counties throughout our 
State, 58 counties and the people that 
live in them, knew that Leo 
McCarthy’s word was golden, that he 
was there to serve them and that that 
is what motivated him. 

He was a great family man. All the 
years that he served in Sacramento, he 
drove home every single evening to be 
with his family in San Francisco. It 
was really the measure of the man. The 
love of his life was Jackie McCarthy, 
and he always said that she did the 
hard work because she was at home 
raising four extraordinary children: 
Sharon, Conna, Niall, and Adam. I wish 
all of my colleagues could have heard 
these four adults pay tribute to their 
father at St. Ignatius Church at the 
magnificent funeral mass that was in 
celebration of his good life. 

He was a man filled with faith, and 
he served at a very early time in the 
minor seminary. And he said to me one 
day, Anna, that didn’t last too long. 
And I responded to him, Leo, it lasted 
a lifetime. Because he blended his faith 
with the service that he gave to people 
and he was rooted in it. 

When he left public life, he went on, 
and in the latter years of his all too 
short life, I think, I always wanted Leo 
to live forever, he founded a center at 
the University of San Francisco, his 
alma mater that he loved so much. And 
during the funeral mass, the Jesuits 
paid tribute to him. There must have 

been 30 Jesuits on the alter, the arch-
bishop of San Francisco, the former 
bishop of Oakland, and the auxiliary 
bishop, John Westor, all there to pay 
tribute to Leo McCarthy. That Center 
for Public Service and the Common 
Good spoke of Leo’s desire to help stu-
dents get involved in public policy at 
the State, at the Federal, and the local 
levels. 

Leo McCarthy had a singular friend 
that loved him in unquestioned ways. 
He was his aid when Leo first went to 
Sacramento as a member of the State 
legislature. He then was elected in his 
own right to the State legislature. He 
then went on to become the mayor of 
San Francisco. And that man is Art 
Agnos. Every single day of Leo’s too 
long illness, which marked all of last 
year, and at all other times in his life 
but especially during that difficult 
time, Art Agnos was by Leo’s bedside 
every day, every night. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to conclude 
by thanking all the members of the 
committee for passing the resolution. 
It will mean a great deal to the family. 
I thank Josh Andrews in my office. I 
thank all of my colleagues. I know this 
will mean a great deal to the family. 

And I say to whomever is listening 
in, God rest Leo McCarthy’s noble soul. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of 
California (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank very much my colleague for 
yielding me this time. 

I am very, very appreciative of this 
resolution being on the floor today. A 
phrase oft used in the West would sug-
gest that you should ‘‘bring us men to 
match our mountains.’’ And in Cali-
fornia such men have made truly a 
magnificent difference in the way the 
far West was developed. Leo McCarthy 
certainly was at the top rank of those 
leaders. 

I first met Leo McCarthy when he 
and I were elected to the State legisla-
ture together. We were classmates and 
colleagues and friends. A supervisor 
and assemblyman, became Speaker of 
the House, Lieutenant Governor of our 
State, a magnificent leader who abso-
lutely wallowed in the business of pub-
lic policy. He cared about making a dif-
ference on a number of issues across 
the spectrum of those issues that im-
pact people’s lives. He was a guy who 
was devoted to his family, as has been 
suggested, but also devoted to public 
service. 

As we pay tribute to Leo McCarthy 
today, let us seek other men and 
women who would so serve, for, indeed, 
he is an example of the very best 
among us and reflects the best of our 
public affairs. 

Let me say that probably most im-
portant to me over the years was the 
fact that Leo, while he played a very 
significant partisan role, absolutely 
knew in his soul that real solutions did 
not come by way of partisan confronta-
tion. A magnificent leader who I am 
proud to say was my very good friend. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I request 
that Representative JIM COSTA of Cali-
fornia speak for 2 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
Chair, ranking members, and col-
leagues, especially those who, like my-
self, from California had an oppor-
tunity to serve with Leo McCarthy. 

Leo McCarthy, as has been said, put 
faith, family, and service as the pre-
eminence in his life goals, and he lived 
them every day by example. 

Leo McCarthy was Speaker when I 
was first elected to the State Assembly 
in 1978. Those were heady days in Cali-
fornia, and Speaker McCarthy had a 
contentious caucus that he had to 
work with among younger members 
who thought that they oftentimes 
knew better. But I can tell you that 
from the lessons I learned firsthand 
from Speaker McCarthy, later to be 
our Lieutenant Governor, was that of 
being a quintessential legislator. He 
believed in process, he believed in 
transparency, he believed in account-
ability, and he believed in working in 
bipartisan fashions to solve problems 
for people of California. And because of 
those facts, Leo McCarthy’s speaker-
ship was successful. 

I was part of a group that ended up in 
what often happens within political 
families, a difficult speakership fight, 
and I chose for various reasons not to 
support Speaker McCarthy. Nonethe-
less, we travailed for over a year. Dur-
ing that entire time, Leo maintained 
class and maintained dignity and at-
tempted to still reach out and bring 
the caucus back together. 

That was not to be, but his legacy 
was the fact that he always, always 
treated people the way he wanted to be 
treated himself. And for that I would 
like to join with my colleagues in the 
memory of a tremendous public serv-
ant, not only in California but 
throughout our country, Leo T. McCar-
thy. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from the State of 
California (Mr. DREIER). 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of this resolution. 

And I want to thank my very distin-
guished colleague ANNA ESHOO for au-
thoring this, and I want to congratu-
late my California colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle for once again coming 
together to recognize public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I never had the oppor-
tunity to serve in Sacramento, but I 
did know Leo McCarthy to be an ex-
traordinary public servant. And one of 
the things that is very moving, as I lis-
tened to the remarks of my colleague 
from Highland, Mr. LEWIS, who was 
elected with Governor McCarthy in 
1968 to the California State legislature 
and as I listened to ANNA ESHOO, who I 
had no idea she was his district office 
representative, I was reminded of the 
fact that public service is a very impor-
tant calling. And as I listened to Ms. 
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FOXX outline the service record, al-
though I suspect she never met Leo 
McCarthy, she went through his ex-
traordinary accomplishments. 

As a legislator, I am reminded of the 
fact that we need to recognize that we 
are here to do the people’s business. 
Yes, we need to have that clash of 
ideas. Yes, it is important that we en-
gage in vigorous debate. But at the end 
of the day, we are here to accomplish 
very important things for the people 
whom we are honored to represent. 

It was in 1963, as has been pointed 
out, that he first ran for the County 
Board of Supervisors, and I will say I 
learned not only that ANNA ESHOO was 
his district representative, I had heard 
that he was from New Zealand origi-
nally, but then when I heard he was 
from Auckland, I was of course re-
minded of the old story about the guy 
who got on an airplane to go to Oak-
land, California, and ended up in Auck-
land, New Zealand. And it sounded like 
Leo McCarthy actually took the re-
verse route, and I wondered how many 
times he was headed to Oakland that 
people might have thought that he was 
going home to Auckland. 

But the fact is I had great regard for 
Leo McCarthy, and I wondered why 
anyone would leave New Zealand, be-
cause it is a spectacular spot. In fact, I 
have said on more than a few occasions 
if I didn’t have the opportunity to live 
in the United States of America, New 
Zealand would be the spot that I would 
live in. 

But having said that, I will simply 
say that my colleagues, Republican 
and Democrat alike, had great regard 
for Leo McCarthy and his extraor-
dinary public service to the people of 
California. 

May God rest his soul, and our 
thoughts and prayers are with his won-
derful family members. And I know 
that one of the things Leo McCarthy 
said when asked the question what his 
greatest accomplishments would be, he 
said it was his family, and so our 
thoughts and prayers are with them. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I request 
21⁄2 minutes for Representative HOWARD 
L. BERMAN from California. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague Ms. WATSON for yielding 
me this time. 

I came to Sacramento as a State as-
semblyman, elected in 1972, began my 
service in 1973, and had never known 
Leo McCarthy or met him before that 
time. Already in the California Assem-
bly, a speakership fight was brewing 
between Leo McCarthy and sort of the 
favored candidate over the vacancy 
which would occur when the Speaker 
at that time was planning to run for 
Governor and would be giving up his 
seat. In the course of the year and a 
half between the time I came to Sac-
ramento and the time that I voted for 
Speaker, I got to know someone who 
was particularly unique in terms of 
public office and public service. 

I would say three words characterize 
the service of Leo McCarthy in all as-

pects of his public career and, I think, 
of his personal life: probity, energy, 
and a tremendous level of integrity. 

This was a very unusual public serv-
ant. He cared deeply about the public 
interest, about policy, about learning 
what needed to be known to be effec-
tive and advocating for policies, about 
building legislative consensus, and 
about making things happen. 

During the 5 years that he was 
Speaker in the State Assembly, I had 
the honor of being for 41⁄2 of those 51⁄2 
years his majority floor leader. The 
end of our legislative careers wasn’t 
quite as good as the start of it because 
we ended up in a speakership fight that 
got rather out of control and 11 months 
of battle. I think of speakership fights 
in California as war by other means, 
and that is what we had during that 
time. And, unfortunately, after that 
time while our relationship was civil 
and friendly, it was never as close as it 
was before. 

b 1600 

I have never met anybody who made 
his fundamental decisions on what leg-
islation to prioritize, what to push 
based on a focus on the public interest 
without regard to what a particular 
lobbyist or a particular specialist 
might push, with a level of integrity 
and with a level of energy, it has al-
ready been referenced in terms of his 
career, that was really unique in public 
office. He really was a very fine man, a 
very youthful man. In fact, his passing 
is so tragic because of that youth and 
vigor that he always exhibited. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the passage of H. 
Res. 180, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. I request that the 
Speaker take as much time as she de-
sires, Mr. Speaker. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding. To both 
of them, thank you for bringing this 
resolution honoring Leo McCarthy to 
the floor. He was a very special person 
to us, and I thank you. Congresswoman 
ESHOO, thank you for your leadership 
in bringing this as well. 

I am pleased to join my California 
colleagues, and others, in singing the 
praises of one great man, Leo McCar-
thy. 

Mr. Speaker, in the Book of Eccle-
siastes, there is a chapter known as the 
Eulogy of Heroes; its words could be 
used to describe Leo McCarthy. 

‘‘Now let us praise great men, the he-
roes of our nation’s history, through 
whom the Lord has established His re-
nown and revealed His majesty. Some 
were sage counselors who led the peo-
ple by their counsel and by their 
knowledge of the law; out of their fund 
of wisdom, they gave instruction. They 
were men of loyalty, whose good deeds 
have not been forgotten.’’ 

I know that all who knew Leo McCar-
thy knows how fitting that description 
is of him. Leo McCarthy was indeed 
such a person. And as the Eulogy of He-

roes proclaims, ‘‘He will be buried in 
peace, but his name lives forever, as 
people recount his wisdom.’’ 

Leo’s great wisdom was in knowing 
that the future of his children, Sharon, 
Conna, Adam and Niall, was linked to 
the destiny of all children. There were 
many years when, as the most senior 
Democrat in California politics, Lieu-
tenant Governor Leo McCarthy was the 
main person standing between drastic 
cuts to benefits for our children, the el-
derly and the disabled. 

Leo took seriously the responsibility 
to carry the banner of the Democratic 
Party, as he advanced social and eco-
nomic justice. As Speaker of the State 
Assembly House and Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Leo promoted a values-based 
agenda to educate our children, grow 
our economy and protect our environ-
ment. He did so living up to the highest 
ethical standards, and he always strove 
to act in a bipartisan way. 

Leo’s word was his bond. And when 
he promised that he would protect our 
seniors and stand up for California’s 
magnificent coastline, he kept his 
word. In fact, Leo was so scrupulously 
principled and honest that there are 
those of us who thought he must be 
wearing a Boy Scout uniform under his 
business suit. What was under there 
was a heart of gold. And really, in all 
of the testimonials that followed Leo’s 
passing, I said he had the heart of a 
lion; they said he was a lion. 

Leo opened public service to so many 
Californians, opening up the Demo-
cratic Party and welcoming in the 
grassroots. As a former staffer of his 
said, Leo liked to take chances on tal-
ent. From him they got not only their 
start but also their ethics, how to look 
after their family, their community 
and their country at the same time. 

He also encouraged the next genera-
tion of leadership through his work at 
the University of San Francisco as 
head of the Leo T. McCarthy Center for 
Public Service and the Common Good. 
Leo helped to give me my start, en-
couraging me not only to support can-
didates but to run in my own right. I 
consider him both a dear friend and a 
purposeful mentor. 

He made my first run for Congress a 
family affair, with my children work-
ing alongside his children to elect me 
to Congress. I said, again, he had a 
heart of gold, he also had the heart of 
a lion which sustained him through his 
illness. With all the strength that he 
could muster and a clear mind, he gave 
me sage counsel and wise instruction, 
as the eulogy said, through this last 
campaign, always reminding me that it 
was necessary to win in order to keep 
faith with the American people. And I 
know he took special joy in our vic-
tories in November, indeed, they were 
his victories as well. 

Leo was optimistic to the end. And as 
recently as Saturday night, which was 
the Saturday night before he passed, I 
spoke to him and he said, My morale is 
high. I am home with Jackie, that is 
his wife, and my children and my 
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grandchildren are with me. More than 
anything, Leo loved his family, his wife 
Jackie, his children and grandchildren. 

My husband Paul and I and my entire 
family extend our deep sympathy to 
Jackie, Sharon, Conna, Adam and 
Niall. Again, I hope it is a comfort to 
them that so many people mourn their 
loss, sing Leo’s praises and are praying 
for them at this sad time. 

Mr. Speaker, Leo McCarthy will be 
buried in peace, but his name lives for-
ever as people recount his wisdom. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I request 
2 minutes for the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, SAM FARR. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I am one of 
the Members that served with Leo 
McCarthy. I was a member of the Cali-
fornia legislature. And like Speaker 
PELOSI, he was the one who convinced 
me, when I was a young staff member 
working for the California legislature 
in 1975, that I ought to return to my 
district and start running in public life 
for politics. And that is what got me 
into being a county supervisor, and the 
rest is history. 

But serving with Leo McCarthy in-
deed is distinction for all the reasons 
talked about. But I loved his youthful 
energy. The shock of Leo McCarthy 
dying is that he never looked old, never 
seemed old. He always had the energy 
of youth; looked young; and just was a 
remarkable person. He twice ran for 
the United States Senate. And doing 
that in California is indeed a tough 
problem because the State is so big, so 
expansive, and it requires so much 
time, and Leo would never abandon his 
family. 

I remember, Leo was born in Auck-
land, New Zealand, and I remember 
going on a trip to Auckland, New Zea-
land with him. He was welcomed home 
as a town hero. He pointed out that be-
cause he was born in that town, he 
could never run for President of the 
United States, not being a native born. 
I also traveled with him to Canada, 
when we went on several of the com-
munications issues. And I remember 
him so devoted to Jackie that he took 
all his life savings to make sure that 
Jackie could have a wonderful coat 
that she wanted, and I know that she 
still has that. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Leo McCarthy 
was the kind of person you want in 
public life. And indeed, California is 
better off for having him serve. It is a 
great State, and he made it greater. He 
produced a lot of us that are serving in 
Congress. And certainly, almost like a 
daughter, ANNA ESHOO, the author of 
this resolution, and NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House, he has a lot to be 
proud of. We are very proud that we 
were able to work for him, serve for 
him and be in public life with him. 

All our condolences go to Jackie and 
the family. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I request 
unanimous consent to extend the time 
of debate 2 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I request 

2 minutes for the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, BRAD SHERMAN. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank Congresswoman ESHOO for of-
fering this important legislation that I 
am proud to have cosponsored, hon-
oring the life and achievements of Leo 
McCarthy and expressing the sorrow of 
the House of Representatives on his 
death. 

The resolution properly recounts and 
reflects Leo’s many accomplishments, 
a lifetime dedicated to effective service 
on behalf of the people of California 
and of the United States. Yet Leo 
McCarthy’s life was much more than 
the titles he earned and the awards he 
accumulated. He was a loving husband 
to Jacqueline, his wife of 51 years, and 
a father of four children and 11 grand-
children. When Leo McCarthy died on 
February 5, he also left a world of 
friends. 

It is fitting that my colleagues have 
obtained the opportunity to speak of 
Leo’s many outstanding personal ac-
complishments and his qualities, his 
loyalty, his friendliness, his wise coun-
sel. Those of us who knew Leo knew 
these qualities well. 

As Speaker of the California Assem-
bly for 6 years, and then during his un-
precedented three terms as Lieutenant 
Governor, Leo was responsible for 
path-breaking legislation such as the 
California Coastal Act and the Nursing 
Home Patients Protection Act. He led 
the way toward implementation of im-
portant initiatives to educate business 
on the value of employer-provided 
health care and programs to help wel-
fare recipients move into the work-
place. 

Leo was a charitable man who en-
couraged public service through his 
contributions and his service at the 
University of San Francisco and as 
head of the Leo T. McCarthy Center for 
Public Service and the Common Good. 

I join in expressing the profound sor-
row of this House and in offering my 
personal condolences to the McCarthy 
family on Leo’s death. Our prayers are 
with all of you who mourn Leo McCar-
thy. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of Leo 
McCarthy, former Lieutenant Governor of Cali-
fornia, who passed away last month after a 
long illness due to a kidney ailment. 

Born in New Zealand, Leo began his lifetime 
of public service for his adopted country as a 
member the United States Air Force Strategic 
Air Command in the Korean War. 

His political service began in 1963 when he 
was elected to the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors, and later to the California Assem-
bly, where he had the honor and distinction of 
serving as speaker from 1974 to 1980. 

In 1982 he was elected Lieutenant Gov-
ernor—a position he held until 1994. 

Leo’s dedication to his community was clear 
from the diversity of issues on which he 
worked: from assisting welfare recipients, to 
increasing breast cancer awareness, to finding 
ways to stop toxic contamination. 

He also worked to promote tolerance by es-
tablishing the Lieutenant Governor’s Commis-
sion on the Prevention of Hate Violence. 

After leaving the political field, Leo contin-
ued to serve the community by founding the 
Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public Service 
and the Common Good at the University of 
San Francisco. 

This Center, where young men and women 
can learn and be inspired to pursue a life and 
career of ethical public service, is a fitting leg-
acy for a man whose life was devoted to serv-
ing the community. 

Leo McCarthy is survived by his wife, Jac-
queline, their four children and eleven grand-
children. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
them. 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my strong support for H. Res. 180. This 
bipartisan resolution honors the life and 
achievements of Leo T. McCarthy, and ex-
presses profound sorrow on his recent death. 

I want to thank my friend and colleague 
from California, Representative ESHOO, for 
sponsoring this resolution. 

Leo McCarthy was many things in his life. 
He was an airman, a politician, and a life-long 
public servant. But above all things, he was a 
decent and compassionate man. 

Leo was first elected to the California As-
sembly in 1968. 

He served with honor and distinction as its 
Speaker from 1974 and 1980 and went on to 
serve as Lieutenant Governor of California for 
three terms. 

Leo’s accomplishments in office express the 
compassion and love he possessed for his fel-
low man. 

His leadership helped change the way Cali-
fornia looked at issues like child care, breast 
cancer research, elder care, and treatment for 
the mentally ill. 

Beyond his professional work, he was a lov-
ing family man, and dedicated friend and men-
tor to countless of my California peers. 

I urge my colleagues to honor the life of this 
good man. May he rest in peace. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 180. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 98, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 149, by the yeas and nays. 
The vote on H.R. 710 will be taken to-

morrow. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote. 
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